Authority for Enforcement
Obligation and Responsibility

Under the Michigan Vehicle
Code, the Road Commission
is authorized to issue Special
Transportation Permits for
the movement of vehicles
and/or loads over county
roads which exceed the size or
weight limitations specified
by law.

It is the objective of the Road
Commission to permit the

There are various types of

Transportation Permits
(see Sidebar):

Permit Issuance
Eligible Permittees

Permits may be issued to
businesses or individuals
actually providing the
transportation that moves
vehicles and/or loads
exceeding legal size and
weight limitations, provided
that the vehicles and/or loads
cannot be readily dismantled,
divided, reduced, or
otherwise rearranged to
conform with legal limits.

movement of necessary
overweight and oversize
vehicles or loads consistent
with the following
obligations:

¢ Protection of the motoring
public from potential traffic
hazards.

¢ Protection of road
surfaces, structures, and

private property.
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Haul Routes
Seasonal Permits

In conjunction with
Township approval, the
Road Commission may
permit a temporary seasonal
haul route along roadways
that are not built to all-
season standards.

Haul routes require a
deposit by the permittee
based on the route length to
insure repairs the hauling
causes damage to the road.

Extended Transportation

This Permit is issued for periods
up to one year for vehicles
and/or loads not exceeding the
maximum allowable gross axle
loading by 25%, the 12’-6”
maximum overall width, and
the 13’-6” maximum overall
height.

ARIA
Single Move

This Permit is issued for
oversize and/or overweight
vehicles or loads that exceed the
maximum allowable gross axle
loading by 40%, the 16"-0”
maximum overall width, the 14’-
0” maximum overall height, and
95" in overall length.

199
Extended Mobile Home

This Permit is issued for periods
up to one year for vehicle and
mobile home combinations not
exceeding the 14’-0” maximum
overall width, the 14’-0”
maximum overall height, and
95" in overall length.

199
Super Move

This Permit is issued on a single
move basis.

191
Single Mobile Home

This Permit is issued to allow
mobile home moves not
exceeding the 16’-0” maximum
overall width, the 15’-0”
maximum overall height, and
105’ in overall length.
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Township Collaboration

Townships, through a local
ordinance have the ability to
establish and regulate truck
traffic routes within the
Township, to prohibit truck
traffic on other township
roads, and to provide
penalties for the violation of
the ordinance.

These ordinances typically do
not apply to passenger
vehicles, governmentally
owned or leased vehicles,
public utility vehicles, motor
homes, or recreational
vehicles.

Exceptions to theeordinance

are made for trucks executing

routine deliveries within the
restrictedzones as long as

they take the most direct route

possible.

Also called “Frost Laws”

By law, road agencies can
enact weight restrictions on
any roads not designed as
“all season” roads.

All season roads are much
thicker and designed to
allow trucking year-around.
Seasonal weight restrictions
lower axle-loading limits
and reduce maximum travel
speeds for certain vehicles.

The Road Commission must
strike a balance between
“business as usual” and
protecting the roads when
determining to implement
seasonal weight restrictions.

Most of the roadways in
Ottawa County are
seasonally restricted.

Road damage caused by heavy
vehicles during winter and
spring thawing periods is a
problem that affects all
northern states. Unless a
roadway has been designed
and constructed for heavy
vehicle loads year-round and
designated to be an ALL
SEASON ROAD, a significant
loss of strength occurs during
a seasonal thaw period.

The damage to a road is
directly related to the amount
and frequency of the loading
applied. Michigan law
provides that the months of
March, April and May are
automatically reduced loading
months, but the statute also
allows the Road Commission
to implement those restrictions
earlier, or suspend reduced
loading, depending upon the
weather and road conditions.

As a matter of general procedure, permits will not be issued for transportation of loads on county
roads exceed the maximum allowable gross axle loading by 40%, ((maximum allowable gross axle
loading) x (1.40) = maximum load limit). Efforts should be made to move such vehicles or loads by
some means other than by county road, or to dismantle the object being moved to comply with the
limitations. However, issuance of a Super Move Permit may be considered for limited movement of
special loads if all efforts to utilize other means of transportation have been exhausted and if the
object being moved cannot feasibly be reduced to comply with the limitations. A complete written
explanation of the efforts researched and results must be submitted, along with a properly
completed permit application, to move loads exceeding the maximum allowable gross axle loading
by 40%.

An overweight Permit, regardless of conditions, will not be issued or allowed if wheel loads exceed
700 pounds per inch of tire width.



